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Jennifer Hall, an SJSU alumna with a master’s in physics, Kim Mjaseth, an alumna who majored 
in physics, and Natalie Batalha, an SJSU physics and astronomy associate professor, stand outside the NASA Ames Research 
Center where they worked on the Kepler satellite. The Kepler satellite, launched on March 6, will aid in the search for Earth-like 
planets circling other stars.
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See a slideshow on 
a salsa class by Daily 
staff photographer 
Sandra Santos.
Pink-clad students standing 
in front of Clark Hall were forced 
to quiet aft er police offi  cers ar-
rived on the scene around noon, 
on Wednesday.
Offi  cers from the University 
Police Department arrived in 
front of Clark Hall shortly aft er 
staff  inside the building’s com-
puter center placed a call.
“Two students came into the 
building, one with a megaphone, 
and started talking about bud-
get cuts,” said Tarun Rao, a staff  
member of the University Help 
Desk. “We tried to quiet him 
down, but he ignored us.”
Diana Victa, a senior sociol-
ogy major, said the group did not 
expect to cause controversy.
“We just wanted to wear pink 
Martha Zamora, a junior sociology 
and Spanish double major, hands out fl iers informing
students about budget cuts that will affect SJSU students. 
Reacting to calls from the 
Jewish community, SJSU Presi-
dent Jon Whitmore issued an 
apology lett er to Akiva Tor, 
Israeli’s consul general for the 
Pacifi c Northwest, concerning 
the conduct of audience mem-
bers toward him at a discussion. 
Th e lett er was sent on Feb. 23.
Sue Maltiel, executive direc-
tor for Hillel of Silicon Valley, 
said the lett er came aft er com-
munity leaders of several local 
Jewish groups, including Hillel, 
American Jewish Committ ee, 
Jewish Federation of Silicon 
Valley and Jewish Community 
Relations Council, pressured 
Whitmore for an apology at a 
meeting on Feb. 19.
“We addressed our concerns 
with him about the university 
enforcing its student conduct 
code, because it is the violation 
of the student conduct code to 
disrupt an event here on cam-
pus,” she said. “We were con-
cerned that no apology from the 
school went out to Akiva Tor. He 
listened more than he spoke.”
Pat Lopes Harris, director 
of media relations at SJSU, said 
the university is searching for 
policies and procedures at other 
university campuses that may 
enhance current policies con-
cerning free speech and civil 
discourse.
Michelle Salinsky, president 
of Spartans for Israel, a campus 
organization that co-hosted the 
event, said she was glad that 
Whitmore sent an apology let-
ter to Tor.
Protesters work to bring attention 
to layoffs in California schools
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EBay’s PayPal envisions 
doubling in size by 2011
SAN JOSE  — EBay Inc.’s 
name may conjure images 
of online auctions, but the 
company is hoping to turn 
attention to its second-largest 
business — PayPal — which it 
expects to blossom signifi -
cantly in the next few years.
That could be a welcome 
boost for eBay, which posted 
drops in revenue and profi t in 
the last quarter and has seen 
its stock lose 80 percent of 
its value since late 2004.
- Associated Press
NASA avoids disaster 
by delaying launch
CAPE CANAVERAL, Fla. — 
NASA postponed the launch 
of space shuttle Discovery 
just hours before it was to 
head to the international 
space station Wednesday 
because of a hydrogen gas 
leak that could have been 
catastrophic at liftoff.
U.S., China agree to 
reduce tensions
WASHINGTON — The United 
States and China agree on 
the need to reduce tensions 
and avoid confrontations like 
the hostile encounter Sunday 
between a U.S. Navy mapping 
ship and several Chinese ves-
sels in international waters in 
the South China Sea.
- Associated Press
Italy’s high court sinks 
CIA rendition case
ROME  — Italy’s highest 
court on Wednesday dealt a 
potentially fatal blow to the 
trial against 26 Americans 
accused of involvement in 
the alleged CIA kidnapping of 
an Egyptian terror suspect in 
Milan in 2003.
The Constitutional Court 
sided with the Italian govern-
ment in saying that prosecu-
tors used classifi ed informa-
tion to build the case and 
threw out some key evidence 
on which the indictments 
were based.
- Associated Press
THE WIRE
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Tastes like stale coffee    P.6 It’s ‘faux-licious’      P.7 Strutting their stuff       P.3
Coffee fl avored energy drink doesn’t live up 
to expectations.
Students sweep top spots at Miss San Jose 
pageant on March 1.
A complete list of all things faux and the 
faux-trocitites that have stemmed from them. 
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Watching the skies for Earth-like planets
SJSU students, faculty, and 
alumni will be searching for 
Earth-like planets orbiting dis-
tant stars with NASA’s Kepler 
satellite, which was launched 
into orbit on March 6 from the 
Cape Canaveral Air Force Sta-
tion in Florida.
“It was very exciting, very 
emotional for all of us,” said Nata-
lie Batalha, a physics and astron-
omy associate professor at SJSU. 
“Watching the launch itself, it’s 
just that culmination of nine years 
of my life fi nally going up there. It 
was just unbelievable.”
Batalha started working on 
the project in 2000, before the 
mission was actually selected. 
She initially worked on a ground-
based telescope at Lick Observa-
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University issues 
apology to Tor
ADMINISTRATION
SPORTS
The SJSU baseball 
team lost 3-2 to Cal 
Poly yesterday.
Follow the Spartan Daily on Twitter. Go to 
www.twitter.com/thespartandaily.
Friend the Spartan Daily on Facebook. Go to 
www.facebook.com and search ‘the Spartan Daily’ 
in the Pages application.
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Spring break safety: 
one reporter’s 
experience
Satellite, launched last 
week, the product of 
SJSU students, faculty
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APOLOGY  Behavior of 
audience was ‘regretful,’ letter stated
Akbayan of SJSU
General meeting.
4:30 to 6 p.m. in the Almaden 
Room of the Student Union.
Contact Justin Lacap at 
j_lacap@yahoo.com
Financial Aid 
Workshop
Hosted by Phi Beta Sigma.
5 p.m. in Clark Hall, Room 100H.
Michael Beeson
“The Meaning of Existence.” Part 
of the Philosophy Colloquium 
Series.
4:30 p.m. in King Library, Room 
255.
Contact Bo Mou at 924-4513.
San Jose Chamber 
Orchestra
String quartet pieces by student 
composers. 
12:30 to 1:15 p.m. in the Music 
Building Concert Hall.
Contact 924-4673 for more 
information.
Scholarship 
Application 
Workshop
Be proud of your accomplishments 
and apply for a scholarship. Free.
1:30, 3 and 4 p.m. in Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Library, Room 257.
Contact Maria Romo at 
eopsjsu@yahoo.com
Robotics 
Competition
Better than battle bots? Believe it. 
Join the fun at the San Jose State 
Regional Robotics Competition.
9 a.m. to 6 p.m. in the Event 
Center.
Contact Ryan Epperson at 
ryank_epperson@yahoo.com
LGBTQQI 
Discussion Group 
Co-sponsored by LGBT Resource 
Center and Counseling Services.
Noon to 1:30 p.m. at the LGBT 
Resource Center.
For more information, call
 924-6158 or 924-5910.
Pregnancy 
Counseling
Pregnant? Confused? Need Sup-
port? Peer counseling is available 
every Monday. 
10:30 a.m. to noon in the Guada-
lupe Room at the Student Union 
and 1 to 3 p.m. in Hugh Gillis Hall, 
Room 255.
For more information, 
call 376-1233.
Spartan Smart Cart
Fresh fruit and veggies.
10:15 a.m. to 4 p.m. in Clark Hall, 
rain or shine.
Contact Luisa Garrett at 
luisa@postalmodern.com
Weekly Discussion
Hang out with globally-minded 
people, discuss international 
issues and fi nd out internship 
opportunities. 
6:15 p.m. in the Pacheco Room 
of the Student Union. 
Contact Ryan Wu at 
GSC.SJSU@gmail.com
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“It was good the president ac-
knowledged the fact that people’s 
behavior that came to the event 
was unacceptable on this univer-
sity,” she said. “Actual SJSU stu-
dents violated the student code 
of conduct.”
Whitmore’s apology lett er 
read: “Please accept San Jose 
State University’s sincere regret 
and apology for the treatment 
you received by many audience 
members at the campus event on 
Th ursday, Feb. 5, 2009.”
It also stated that he regrett ed 
the behavior of these audience 
members who were responsible 
for the disruption and that the 
university is working to encour-
age more respectful dialogue in 
all future events on campus.
Tor said he appreciated the let-
ter and that he is happy Whitmore 
is taking the situation seriously. 
“I think that the president is 
responding to a certain situation 
of lack of free speech on campus 
and he is concerned about it,” 
Tor said.
He said the university needs 
to have free speech from a 
variety of opinions, including 
those with pro-Israel and pro-
Palestine viewpoints, without 
intimidation.
“It is extremely important for 
the university to seek ways to en-
sure free speech,” he said. 
Salinksy said the university 
should look into modifying its 
policies about events hosted by 
student organizations on campus.
“(Th e university) should take 
any necessary steps to make sure 
we’re able to hold events on cam-
pus with respect that any event 
deserves,” she said.
Omar Mutwakil, president for 
SJSU Muslim Students Associa-
tion, said he was at the event and 
he felt Whitmore’s apology to 
Tor was expected.
“I felt he was just doing his 
duty as president to show his 
respect toward him,” he said. “I 
think it was an uproar of people 
complaining and it caused the 
president to remedy that issue by 
sending him a lett er.”
Billal Asghar, the outreach 
coordinator for Muslim Students 
Association, said policies have 
changed in the past because of 
disruptions at student events, 
but that campus organizations 
should be consulted beforehand.
“I personally think it’s not a 
good idea to (change school poli-
cies) without consulting other 
student groups on campus be-
cause you don’t want one student 
group, one event, being a burden 
for everyone on campus,” he said. 
“Th ere should be consensus and 
consultation with everyone.” 
Akiva Tor said he would be 
more than happy to return to San 
Jose, either on his own or as part 
of a panel with people who agree 
or disagree with him.
Continued from page 1
The fi rst six “unacceptable student 
behaviors” as outlined by SJSU Student 
Conduct Code:
The following behavior is subject to disciplinary sanctions: 
1. Dishonesty, including: 
a. Cheating, plagiarism, or other forms of academic dishonesty  
 that are intended to gain unfair academic advantage. 
b. Furnishing false information to a University offi cial, faculty 
member, or campus offi ce. 
c. Forgery, alteration, or misuse of a University document, key, or
identifi cation instrument. 
d. Misrepresenting one’s self to be an authorized agent of the
University or one of its auxiliaries. 
2. Unauthorized entry into, presence in, use of, or misuse of University 
property. 
3. Willful, material and substantial disruption or obstruction of a 
University-related activity, or any on-campus activity. 
4. Participating in an activity that substantially and materially disrupts the 
normal operations of the University, or infringes on the rights of members 
of the University community. 
5. Willful, material and substantial obstruction of the free fl ow of pedes-
trian or other traffi c, on or leading to campus property or an off-campus 
University related activity. 
6. Disorderly, lewd, indecent, or obscene behavior at a University related 
activity, or directed toward a member of the University community. 
Source: sa.sjsu.edu/sll/fasl/sjsu_code_of_conduct.pdf
Author talks about following Steinbeck’s footsteps
More than 60 students and 
community members packed 
into the King Library’s Steinbeck 
Center Wednesday to hear about 
A.L. “Scrap” Lundy’s 10 years of 
research in uncovering the char-
acters and sett ings portrayed in 
Steinbeck’s “Cannery Row.”
Th e fi ndings took two years to 
compile into his book, “Life on 
Cannery Row: People, Places and 
Events that Inspired John Stein-
beck,” released late last year.
Virgil Serrano, a senior anima-
tion and illustration major, said 
he att ended Lundy’s discussion 
to help him recreate pictures of 
various buildings and characters 
from the book for an art class.
“He really knew what he was 
talking about,” Serrano said. “It 
was prett y infl uential, gett ing all 
this information and utilizing 
it for this project that we’re 
working on.”
Th e audience was asked to 
scoot their chairs forward to let 
the standing crowd lean in to see 
dozens of slides ranging from the 
1930s to now, taken of the book’s 
characters and buildings based 
along Monterey’s Cannery Row.
Aimee Seaver, a senior anima-
tion and illustration major, said 
she sketched the few architec-
tural fl oor plans Lundy showed 
of the brothel depicted in Stein-
beck’s novel.
“Th at was helpful,” she said. 
“You can see the outside of the 
buildings from photos, but there’s 
no photos of the inside. It gave me 
a good idea of what it looked like.”
Micah Sibert, also a senior 
animation and illustration major, 
said that the slides and lecture 
added new dimensions to the al-
ready lifelike novel.
“Th e small details are always 
some of the most important 
things that are really going to sell 
your illustration or your work,” he 
said. “To the depth that he’s able 
to describe it to us is something 
that will push us over the edge.”
Lundy, who is from Iowa, said 
he moved to California to get away 
from the cold, and ended up read-
ing novels from Steinbeck, who 
he had never heard of before.
An avid diver, he recalled 
his initial trip to the Monterey 
area to research a book about 
abalone fi shing.
“Somehow or another, I got 
mixed up with some Cannery 
Row people,” he said.
Although most of the people 
portrayed in the novel were 
dead by the time Lundy went to 
investigate, he said he relived 
their brightest moments through 
family, friends and locals.
He said he estimates that 90 
percent of the novel is true, and 
is based on people who lived and 
worked in the neighborhood 
lined with canneries during the 
late 1930s.
Cannery Row today att racts 
tourists to its restaurants and ho-
tels, Lundy said.
While peering at the photo-
graphs showing broken-down 
shacks and buildings that had to 
be rebuilt aft er fi res, Lundy said, 
“Progress is sometimes a litt le 
rough on history.”
By the time “Cannery Row” 
was published in 1945, Steinbeck 
was long gone from the area, 
Lundy said. Because of Stein-
beck’s depictions of brothels and 
alcoholics living in the area, he 
said many in the city were an-
gered by the book.
Steinbeck eventually took 
out a license to buy a gun, be-
cause he was afraid for his life, 
Lundy said.
Wednesday’s event was held 
as part of the Campus Reading 
Program, which picked Stein-
beck’s “Cannery Row” as its 
spring semester book.
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Talk focused on research 
about Monterey’s 
‘Cannery Row’
A.L. “Scrap” Lundy
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Obama administration defends 
congressional earmarks
WASHINGTON  — As 
a candidate, Barack Obama 
roundly criticized congressional 
earmarks, though he didn’t call 
for their total elimination. On 
Wednesday, he was more lamb 
than lion on the matt er, defend-
ing Congress’ pet spending 
projects while calling for tighter 
restrictions.
He sounded rather weary of 
the entire debate as he signed an 
“imperfect” $410 billion spend-
ing bill that contained nearly 
8,000 earmarks. Many of the 
spending projects are justifi ed 
and useful, Obama said, as Re-
publicans gleefully accused him 
of hypocrisy.
On another potentially con-
troversial matt er, the president 
also issued a “signing statement” 
with the bill, saying several of its 
provisions raised constitutional 
concerns and would be taken 
merely as suggestions. 
He has criticized President 
George W. Bush for oft en us-
ing such statements to claim the 
right to ignore portions of new 
laws, and on Monday he said 
his administration wouldn’t fol-
low those issued by Bush unless 
authorized by the new att orney 
general.
Obama White House of-
fi cials have accused Bush of 
using the statements to get 
around Congress in pur-
suing anti-terror tactics.
Obama signed the spending 
bill in private, unlike a number 
of recent bill signings that took 
place with fanfare. But he raised 
the issue of earmarks in public 
comments that played down 
their scope and possible harm.
Th ey comprise about 1 per-
cent of the spending package, 
which will keep the government 
running through September, he 
told reporters. 
“Done right, earmarks have 
given legislators the opportu-
nity to direct federal money 
to worthy projects that benefi t 
people in their districts. And 
that’s why I’ve opposed their 
outright elimination,” he said.
Associated Press
Felicia Alvarez, a junior marketing major and winner of the Miss San Jose 2009 title, poses in her gown and crown in Downtown 
San Jose on Tuesday afternoon. Alvarez competed for the title in fi ve events, which included a round of questions and a bathing suit competition, last Sunday.
Last week, SJSU President 
Jon Whitmore joined other Cali-
fornia State University presidents 
on a trip to Washington, D.C.
Th e group met with Califor-
nia’s congressional representa-
tives to encourage them to set 
aside money for CSU research 
projects in the 2010 federal 
budget and learn about how 
they could benefi t from federal 
stimulus money, said Larry Carr, 
SJSU’s associate vice president 
for public aff airs.
“We’re the largest system of 
public higher education in the 
country,” said Carr, who also 
went on the trip. He added that 
the university system wanted 
Congress to recognize its con-
tributions to the national econ-
omy through more money. 
“Faculty members put to-
gether proposals for research 
projects that we take to mem-
bers of Congress,” Carr said. 
Campuses are looking for money 
in the form of regional and na-
tional grants for studies that 
could benefi t the entire nation, 
he said.
“Th e federal government has 
just developed this stimulus 
package and put a lot of money 
into higher education, as well 
as other kinds of things,” Whit-
more said.
CSU Chancellor Charles 
Reed and Whitmore joined the 
California Democratic Caucus 
for lunch at the invitation of Con-
gresswoman Zoe Lofgren, D-San 
Jose. Lofgren will be speaking at 
SJSU’s convocation this spring.
“Th ere’s a lot happening in 
Washington and she’ll bring that 
energy to her discussion with our 
outgoing students,” Whitmore 
said. “I think it’s a great honor for 
us to have her do that.”
San Jose Mayor Chuck Reed 
was also in the capital at the 
same time.
“We have a lot of joint inter-
est projects,” Whitmore said, 
“so he was talking to some of 
the same people I was talking to 
about projects that would help 
the city, but simultaneously 
help us with more internship 
programs and things like that.”
Whitmore joined Mayor 
Reed and former U.S. congress-
man, transportation and com-
merce secretary Norman Min-
eta, along with SJSU alumnus 
Les Francis for dinner.
“The journey was very suc-
cessful, we met with Zoe Lof-
gren and Congressman Honda, 
who are particularly active 
supporters of our university,” 
Whitmore said. “We articu-
lated some of the projects we 
are interested in and frankly, we 
thanked them for the dollars 
that they are putting in.”
Les Francis is a member of 
the SJSU Tower Foundation 
board. He was deputy chief of 
staff  to President Jimmy Carter 
and executive director of the 
Democratic National Commit-
tee and Democratic Congres-
sional Campaign Committ ee. 
Th e Tower Foundation is SJSU’s 
philanthropic organization.
“Everybody is kind of happy 
to meet with us, and say yes, 
it will be a diff erent funding 
through the Pell Grant program 
and the work study programs, 
and there will be additional 
money for us to expand some of 
our research eff orts,” Whitmore 
said. “So all of that was really 
prett y positive.”
“We’re going to help these 
students all the way along to 
retain them in college and 
graduate them,” said Chancellor 
Reed in an interview with the 
Chronicle of Higher Education, 
regarding funding for four-year 
institutions.
“Aft er all, graduation is what 
President Obama is all about. 
Now, I’d like to see President 
Obama take a look at funding 
institutions for the fi rst time in 
higher education,” he added.
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Beauty pageant winners, both students, help out in community
“Prett y,” “dumb” and “mean” 
are common perceptions of 
beauty queens.
And they’re perceptions ju-
nior marketing major Felicia 
Alvarez, 21, and junior nurs-
ing major Jansie Tompkins, 20, 
want to change.
“I always encourage people 
to get the image of a beauty 
queen out of their heads, be-
cause we are much more than 
that,” Tompkins said.
On March 1, both Alvarez 
and Tompkins competed against 
nine other contestants for the 
title for Miss San Jose 2009. In 
the end, Alvarez won the Miss 
San Jose title and runner-up 
Tompkins won the title of Miss 
South Bay.
“It’s very exciting to have the 
top two contestants be San Jose 
natives and San Jose State Uni-
versity students,” said Michelle 
McGurk, public information of-
fi cer for Mayor Chuck Reed.
Th e Miss San Jose pageant 
was unlike any other that the 
two SJSU students had compet-
ed in before, Tompkins said.
“It is a scholarship pageant 
and scored mostly on interview 
and talent,” she said.
Tompkins said the inter-
view portion of the contest was 
judged by what the contestant 
does for the community and 
whether or not she is a good role 
model and public speaker.
“My platform is promoting 
aft er-school programs,” Alvarez 
said. “I volunteer to teach dance 
at a community center in Los 
Gatos as well as at the Boys and 
Girls Club in San Jose. I think it 
is important for children to have 
a safe place to go aft er school, as 
well as be active and stimulate 
their minds.”
Tompkins said she also does 
volunteer work with children.
“As a pediatric cancer volun-
teer at Kaiser, I spend time with 
children, allowing them to be 
kids again,” Tompkins said. “I 
have already worked with the 
American Cancer Society as a 
captain for Relay For Life.”
Alvarez said she will be keep-
ing up with the responsibilities 
of being Miss San Jose.
“I will be making many ap-
pearances during the year,” Al-
varez said. “I will be speaking at 
elementary, middle schools and 
high schools on my platform and 
other topics, such as how higher 
education is so important to 
their future. I will be att ending 
many local events such as Light 
the Night Walk, March of Dimes 
and Pat’s Run in San Jose.”
Alvarez and Tompkins said 
they are both looking to their 
classmates for helping the SJSU 
community.
“I want anyone who would 
like my help in anything to con-
tact me,” Tompkins said. “I love 
serving our community and I 
would love to get more involved 
with the school and events with-
in the school.”
Junior graphic designer 
Wisander Pich said he couldn’t 
be happier for his classmates.
“Th at’s fantastic to have 
classmates running for beauty 
queens,” he said.
Alvarez said she hopes that 
she and Tompkins have opened 
some doors for other students.
“Th is title will and has opened 
so many doors for us and I hope 
it shows how diverse, intelligent 
and community-involved SJSU 
(students) are,” Alvarez said. 
“I want SJSU students to know 
who I am and what I’m doing for 
the community of San Jose and 
that it’s my pleasure to represent 
them at SJSU.”
DOMINIQUE DUMADAUG
Staff Writer
Contest focused less 
on looks, and more 
on talent and service, 
contestant says
President Whitmore goes to Washington
MERRIL GUZMAN
Staff Writer
Trip’s intention was to 
lobby for federal funds 
for CSU system
Jon Whitmore (left), Larry Carr 
(center) and Norman Mineta (right)
Courtesy of SJSU Public Affairs
SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily
Diana Victa announces budget cuts information to students 
passing by. Victa is one of the students who are promoting a trip 
to Sacramento to protest against these cuts. 
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PINK  Event affi liated 
with larger protest on Friday about 
layoffs of K-12 teachers
to show solidarity with the K-12 
teachers who will be receiving 
pink slips this Friday and raise 
awareness by passing out fl iers,” 
she said.
Th e protest, Victa said, was 
to bring awareness to a larger 
one this Friday, called Pink Fri-
day. On March 13, it will be 
the offi  cial day of protest for all 
those supporting teachers whom 
the state is expected to lay off , 
according to the Pink Friday 
Web site.
Victa and Latu Tapaatoutai, 
a senior history major, both or-
ganized the protest on campus. 
Tapaatoutai said the history de-
partment was gett ing hit hard by 
the budget cuts.
“At SJSU, pink slips will not 
be given out, but a lot of lectur-
ers will not be gett ing their con-
tract renewed,” Tapaatoutai said. 
“Some of my favorite history lec-
turers might not be coming back 
next year.”
Roberto Garcia-Ceballos, a 
senior sociology major, said he 
used the megaphone in Clark 
Hall because he wanted to dem-
onstrate his frustration with the 
budget cuts.
“It was an individual act,” 
Garcia-Ceballos said. “I’m not a 
part of the pink slip organizers 
and not with Students for Qual-
ity Education. I’m a community 
organizer and just wanted to 
raise awareness for the march 
next Monday.”
Ricky Lu, a sophomore biol-
ogy major who witnessed Gar-
cia-Cebellos’ demonstration in 
Clark Hall, expressed interest in 
his cause.
“He defi nitely got my att en-
tion and made me want to learn 
more about the march,” he said.
One student did not fi nd the 
action necessary.
“I could already hear them 
outside, and if I wanted to sign 
up, I would have gone out there,” 
said Stephanie Arnes, a junior 
psychology major. “But I didn’t.”
Many of the pink slip protest-
ers passed out fl iers aside mem-
bers from Students for Quality 
Education even though it was 
not a joint event.  
“We support what they were 
protesting and they support 
what we’re doing,” said Julian 
Rosenberg, president of the stu-
dent organization. “Th e March 
for Higher Education is not our 
event. It is an event organized by 
community colleges and mem-
bers from both organizations are 
advertising for it.”
Protesters continued to hand 
out fl iers aft er the event ended 
at 2 p.m.
“There’s a growing energy 
on campus and people actu-
ally stopped to talk about 
things,” said Zachary Pallin, a 
senior political science major 
who participated in the event. 
“Sometimes, the police are a 
good utility for attention.”
Continued from page 1
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CAMPUSIMAGES
Students practice salsa dancing in beginning Latin dance class 
in the Spartan Complex East on Wednesday afternoon. 
SANDRA SANTOS / Spartan Daily 
Utah and Oklahoma lead country in households going wireless
Trendy California isn’t a 
trendsett er when it comes to rely-
ing on cell phones. And while the 
1987 movie “Wall Street” helped 
introduce the then-brick-sized 
mobile phone to popular culture, 
New York and other Northeast 
states lag in dropping landlines. 
Surprisingly, Oklahoma and 
Utah lead in going wireless, ac-
cording to federal estimates re-
leased Wednesday.
At least 26 percent of house-
holds are now cell-only in Okla-
homa and Utah, the federal 
Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention estimated. Th at rate 
was at least 20 percent in nine 
other states — Nebraska, Arkan-
sas, Idaho, Iowa, Kentucky, New 
Mexico, Texas, South Carolina 
and Tennessee — and the Dis-
trict of Columbia.
Th e study is sure to be 
watched closely by telecommu-
nications companies trying to 
understand state and local mar-
kets bett er, and by government, 
academic and commercial sur-
vey researchers using telephone 
polling to monitor health trends, 
politics and much more.
Th e CDC, blending its own 
2007 survey data with Census 
updates, found the prevalence 
of cell-only households varies 
widely by state — sometimes 
within regions and even between 
neighboring states. Th is is tied 
to diff erences by state in demo-
graphics known to predict wire-
less-only ownership, especially 
being young and renting rather 
than owning a home.
States with the fewest cell-on-
ly households: Vermont (5 per-
cent) and Connecticut, Delaware 
and South Dakota (6 percent 
each). South Dakota was near the 
bott om even though next-door 
Nebraska was near the top. Also 
below 10 percent: Rhode Island, 
New Jersey, Hawaii, California 
(9 percent), Montana, Massa-
chusett s and Missouri.
In New York — where Mi-
chael Douglas as corporate raid-
er Gordon Gekko roamed lower 
Manhatt an barking orders on a 
huge early cell phone in “Wall 
Street” — 11 percent of house-
holds were cell only.
Th e study also estimated 
how many adults only have 
cell phones. Th ose estimates 
mostly came within a point or 
two of the household numbers.
Th e study’s lead author, Ste-
phen Blumberg, senior scientist 
at the CDC’s National Center 
for Health Statistics, noted the 
data are from 2007 and all signs 
indicate people keep substitut-
ing cell phones for landlines at a 
steady pace.
“We would expect that today 
in 2009 the prevalence rates in 
every state have increased, per-
haps by 5 percentage points or 
more. What we don’t know is 
whether the rate of growth is the 
same in every state,” Blumberg 
said in an interview.
By asking about telephone 
usage in its monthly in-person 
health surveys, Blumberg’s agen-
cy is the only source for data on 
prevalence of cell-phone-only 
households. It estimates more 
than one in six American homes 
— 17.5 percent — had only 
wireless phones as of a year ago.
Th e health survey doesn’t have 
enough interviews to produce 
reliable state-level estimates in 
most states, so Blumberg’s team 
looked to the Census Bureau’s 
Current Population Survey, with 
large state samples. 
Associated Press
Check out images 
taken by 
Spartan Daily 
photographers 
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To combat a shrinking bud-
get and rising fees for the Cali-
fornia State University system, 
SJSU students will meet with 
other students from across the 
state to rally in Sacramento on 
Monday to att end this year’s 
March for Higher Education.
Next semester, about 3,000 
incoming SJSU students will 
be cut from enrollment and stu-
dents will face a fee increase of 
about $300, according to the 
California Faculty Association 
Web site.
Associated Students is spon-
soring three buses to drive about 
140 people to the capital, to en-
courage SJSU students to join, 
said Kathryn Linder, the direc-
tor of external aff airs for A.S.
“I think San Jose State has a 
legacy of, during the ’60s, being 
just as much as an activist cam-
pus as Berkeley,” Linder said. “I 
would love to see us get back to 
that. I think the beginning stage 
is making it easy for students.”
Linder said that, so far, there 
are so many empty seats that 
A.S. may only sponsor one or 
two buses, instead of three.
“I have no problem spending 
student fees to go do something 
that’s good for students,” Linder 
said. “What we don’t want to 
do is spend student money on 
things that aren’t going to be 
worthwhile.”
Since the budget defi cit is 
leaving all sources for higher 
education with shortfalls, com-
munity colleges, the University 
of California system, and other 
California State University stu-
dents from across the state will 
also participate.
Students for Quality Edu-
cation, a statewide organiza-
tion, is also sponsoring March 
for Higher Education, which it 
became involved with for last 
year’s march.
SJSU members are scram-
bling to get the message out to 
students using every outlet pos-
sible, via Facebook, tabling at 
the Student Union and passing 
out fl iers.
“Th e only way that change 
has ever been made is when a 
small group of people make a lot 
of noise,” said Julian Rosenberg, 
the president of the SJSU chap-
ter of the club. “If a small group 
of people are pushing in this di-
rection, everyone moves just a 
litt le bit.”
About 6,000 to 7,000 people 
are expected to be at the event, 
with 3,000 coming from com-
munity colleges, which are or-
ganizing the event this year, 
Linder said.
SJSU President Jon Whit-
more said that stating opinions 
is important, as long as they 
are said in a thoughtful, rational 
way.
“It’s a good learning experi-
ence to go to the state capital 
and understand how it functions 
and make your voice known,” 
Whitmore said. “I would sup-
port that.”
On Nov. 20, Chancellor 
Charles Reed declared state-
wide impaction of the CSU 
system, which caps each of the 
university’s campus enrollment 
and reduces total enrollment by 
10,000 people, according to a 
note Whitmore wrote to faculty 
and staff . Nearly 3,000 of those 
students cut will come from 
SJSU.
“Th is is perhaps the fi rst time 
in history that state budget cuts 
have forced us to turn away 
qualifi ed applicants,” Whitmore 
wrote.
Th e budget will be reduced to 
$95.5 billion for the 2009-10 ac-
ademic year, down from $130.4 
billion in 2008-09, according to 
the SJSU Web site.
“It’s all of California’s prob-
lem,” said Rosenberg, the edu-
cation club’s president. “In fact, 
it’s all the country’s problem, 
because really, higher education 
all over the entire country is go-
ing up and up in tuition.”
Samala Gunasekera, a senior 
molecular biology major who 
is a member of Students for 
Quality Education, said it some-
times gets tiring to fi ght for 
students when most won’t fi ght 
for themselves.
“I still recognize that most 
people don’t have a fi nancial 
support system,” Gunasekera 
said. “I think that’s a terrible 
thing. Especially since I believe 
that education should be avail-
able to everyone, regardless of 
socioeconomic background.”
Rosenberg said he has been 
standing up for student rights 
for the last three years.
“What I realized, is that ev-
ery cause needs its advocate,” 
Rosenberg said.
“We need to keep on fi ght-
ing, even if we know we’re going 
to lose,” he said. “If we don’t, it’s 
going to be that much worse.”
NASA  Satellite will follow thousands of stars for 3 1/2 years 
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tory, which helped prove that sat-
ellites like Kepler would work.
Now that the mission has 
launched, Batalha said she will 
be working on analyzing the data 
that the Kepler satellite collects.
Senior physics major Michael 
Rucker said one of the main 
goals of the mission is to deter-
mine whether Earth-like planets 
are common in the galaxy, and 
said that this knowledge will be 
a great benefi t to us.
“I think, just on the philo-
sophical level, it’s huge,” he said.
“To people who are willing to 
accept it, it’s going to change the 
way we look at our planet,” Rucker 
said. “If we come back and say, 
‘Yes, defi nitively there’s a possibil-
ity that there’s Earth analogs out 
there in the numbers of thousands,’ 
I mean that prett y much just puts 
us as one of those thousands.”
Th e Kepler satellite will stare, 
unblinking, at more than 100,000 
stars for at least three and a half 
years. Th e satellite will record 
changes in light output caused 
by planets passing in front of the 
stars. From this collected data, 
scientists will be able to deter-
mine whether or not the planets 
passing in front of these stars are 
similar to those of our earth.
Kim Mjaseth, an SJSU alumna 
who works with Rucker on the 
mission, said fi nding planets like 
Earth would answer profound 
questions about this place in the 
universe.
“If there are other Earths out 
there, then there’s a higher pos-
sibility — or probability — that 
there might be life,” she said. “But 
if we fi nd that there’s none, then 
we know how unique we are.”
Jennifer Hall, an SJSU alumna 
and operations engineer, agreed.
“It’ll give us a lot of infor-
mation about our models,” she 
said. “We think we know how 
many Earth-like planets there 
might be, so this will help vali-
date whether or not we’re right 
in that respect.”
Rucker said the Kepler mis-
sion has allowed him to work 
directly with NASA and gain 
fi rst-hand experience, which is 
benefi cial to his future career in 
the fi eld.
“I go to Ames Research Center 
two days a week.” he said. “Just 
the fact that I have a badge that 
gets me onto NASA Ames is cool. 
Th e experience I’m gett ing is go-
ing to be invaluable, especially in 
my applications for grad school. 
In grad school in physics, research 
experience is number one.”
Rucker and Mjaseth said 
they have been working together 
studying special types of stars 
called eclipsing binaries, in Ke-
pler’s fi eld of view. Rucker said 
these are pairs of stars that are 
“locked in a gravitational lock” 
around each other. Th ey will soon 
publish a catalog of these stars.
Continued from page 1
March intended to protest budget 
cuts to CSU, tuition increases
HOLLY SZKOROPAD
Staff Writer
“I think San Jose State has a legacy of, 
during the ’60s, being just as much as 
an activist campus as Berkeley.”
KATHRYN LINDER
director of external affairs for A.S.
Graphics courtesy of NASA
 Classiﬁeds
EMPLOYMENT
EARN EXTRA MONEY Stu-
dents needed ASAP
Earn up to $150 per day being 
a mystery shopper
No Experience Required
Call 1-800-722-4791 
STUDENT WORK (NEAR 
SJSU) As featured in the Wall 
Street Journal in August 2008. 
*$17.70 BASE-appt. 
*FLEXIBLE SCHEDULES 
*No experience necessary 
*Training provided 
*Customer sales/ service 
*Scholarships awarded annually 
*Internships possible 
*Some conditions apply 
*All majors may apply 
CALL FOR INTERVIEW 
(408) 866-1100 
(650) 940-9400 
(510) 790-2100 
www.workforstudents.com/ sjsu 
SURVEY TAKERS NEEDED: 
Make $5-$25 per survey. www. 
GetPaidToThink.com 
FOR RENT
STUDIO SUITES FROM 
$975 Tranquil complex at 3rd/ 
Jackson-Japan Town. Walk to 
7 Bamboo Lounge & light rail. 
Newly renovated, designer 
paint, all new ceramic tile in 
kitchen/ bath, mirrored closet 
doors. Call 408.509.1750 or 
408.354.8910 
2BR SUITE From $1250 - 1040 
N.4th St. Newly renovated, 3 
blocks to lt. rail. For more info. 
contact Zane 408.509.1750 or 
408.354-8910 
SERVICES
FIXLAPTOP.COM BUY SELL 
REPAIR Laptop & Parts Repair 
PC Data Recovery Remove 
Virus Rental Trade Laptop & 
Parts (408)469-5999 
CLASSIFIED AD RATE INFORMATION
Each line averages 25 spaces.  
Each letter, number, punctuation mark, and space is formatted into an ad line.  
The first line will be set in bold type and upper case for no extra charge up to 20 
spaces.  
A minimum of three lines is required. 
Deadline is 10:00 am , 2-weekdays prior to publication.
MINIMUM THREE LINE CLASSIFIED AD:
DAYS:   1          2         3          4
RATE:  $10.00  $15.00  $20.00  $25.00 
$2.50 EACH ADDITIONAL LINE AFTER THE THIRD LINE. 
$3.00 EACH ADDITIONAL DAY.
 • RATES ARE CONSECUTIVE DAYS ONLY.  •ALL ADS ARE PREPAID. 
 • NO REFUNDS ON CANCELLED ADS.
FREQUENCY DISCOUNT: 40+ consecutive issues: 10% discount
SJSU STUDENT RATE: 10% discount.  
Ads must be placed in person in DBH 209 from 10 AM or 3PM.  
STUDENT ID REQUIRED.  
Rate applies to student’s individual ads only.  
Not intended for businesses and/or other persons. 
Frequency discount does not apply.
www.thespartandaily.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products or services 
advertised below nor is there any guarantee implied.  The classified 
columns of the Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and 
offers are not approved or verified by the newspaper. Certain 
advertisements in these columns may refer the reader to specific 
telephone numbers or addresses for additional information.  
Classified readers should be reminded that, when making these 
further contacts, they should require complete information before 
sending money for goods or services.  In addition, readers should 
carefully investigate all firms offering employment listings or coupons 
for discount vacations or merchandise. 
Need a Roommate?
Need a Job?
Need a Roommate
with a Job?
Spartan Daily
Classiﬁeds
Coming SOON!
SpartanSpace
Free space dedicated 
for students to advertise 
products, services, and 
rooms for rent.
“Shake gently, open slowly.” 
Th ese are the instructions on 
the Light Latt e Frappio coff ee 
energy drink I found in the Stu-
dent Union Food Court — not 
that these tips really enhance 
the fl avoring anyway. 
When I fi rst opened the can 
aft er shaking it gently, the smell 
that came from it was stale. It 
reminded me of old coff ee that 
has been sitt ing on a campfi re 
for a few hours while buzzards 
fl y around it.
Th e light brown and blue 
exterior with its red lett ering 
caught my eye, but the descrip-
tion made me the most curious.
“It has caff eine to stimulate 
your body and herbal Ashwan-
gandha to feed your mind. Th e 
patented herb improves mem-
ory, reduces stress, and curbs 
hunger.”
According to evitamins.com 
Ashwangandha belongs to the 
pepper family and is found in 
India and Africa. It is normally 
used against tumors, infl amma-
tion such as arthritis, and a wide 
range of infectious diseases.
How does this herb improve 
memory when it’s busy sooth-
ing away all those important 
health issues Frappio drinkers 
must have?
I’m not a fan of energy 
drinks in the fi rst place, but it 
was surprising to discover that 
the drink didn’t have the typi-
cal energy drink fl avor. It tasted 
more like iced coff ee, as adver-
tised.
Each gulp down is smooth 
and cool. But I would suggest 
taking small sips at the begin-
ning to avoid wasting the cash 
for a diluted experience.
Th e cost is $2.99 fl at. I could 
have walked to the McDonald’s 
on the corner of Th ird and San 
Carlos instead, because it tastes 
so similar to their iced coff ee — 
especially aft er the ice has melt-
ed aft er a few hours in the cup 
holder of my car.
Th e 15-ounce Light Latt e 
Frappio has two servings with 
60 calories per serving. Math 
whizzes out there could tell you 
that the entire can is 120 calo-
ries, not bad for an aft ernoon 
of shift y eyes, sweaty palms and 
pacing.
I agree with Frappio that this 
is “brain and body fuel” because 
my brain started to hurt — a 
migraine most likely — and my 
body felt like it was preparing it-
self for all nighters for the rest of 
the week.
Some of the ingredients, such 
as brewed coff ee and milk, are 
simple and commonly found in 
regular coff ee drinks from local 
coff ee shops. 
Obviously, Frappio Inc. 
worked very hard to create this 
liquid.
Th e aluminum can has an 
easy equation that drinkers can 
ponder, especially college stu-
dents. Th e up arrow means more 
focus and energy, and down ar-
row for less stress and hunger.
Th e taste is so unappetizing 
it turns the taste receptors off . 
Mixing the bland fl avor with 
something else may induce vom-
iting. Maybe that’s why it says it 
will lessen hunger cravings.
Since the mixture of coff ee, 
which already has caff eine, and 
energy drink ingredients has a 
strange taste, I became jitt ery af-
ter the fi rst long sips. Instead of 
sitt ing and typing, I wanted to 
do jumping jacks to release the 
energy.
Th ose who don’t mind a wa-
tered down, overpriced, fully-
caff einated coff ee impostor, try 
STUDENT UNION FOOD COURT
LIGHT LATTE FRAPPIO
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  It reminded me of old coffee that has been 
sitting on a campfi re for a few hours while 
buzzards fl y around it.
Crappy Frappio coffee falls fl at
Faux-real! What’s the deal 
with all of the faux-trocities in 
our faux-ciety? 
Translation: Why is there 
the need to fake something 
you don’t have and/or fake be-
ing someone you are not? Our 
culture has gott en so crazy with 
fakeness, it’s hard to tell what 
is real anymore. (Good thing 
we still have reality television 
to keep things legitimate.)
Faux-seriously, who am I to 
judge? My faux-punk black nail 
polish is chipping. My faux-
extensions could use a good 
brush. My faux-bling ring is 
turning my fi nger green. And I 
admit to being att racted to the 
guys with the faux-hawk.
In my att empt to indulge 
my faux fascination, I checked 
out the Urban Dictionary Web 
site, one of my favorite faux 
guilty pleasures on the Inter-
net.
I was not surprised to fi nd 
more entries than I would take 
the time to count, devoted to 
all things faux. Anything from 
“faux-cializing” (socializing 
online instead of face-to-face) 
to “faux-hemian” (imitating 
the look of a Bohemian like 
Mischa Barton) to my least 
favorite, the “faux-reo” (a 
black person viewed as white-
washed by his peers).
Let’s delve deeper into this 
faux-hole.
Th ere are certain situations 
where we girls can become 
guilty of faux-lesbianism when 
alcohol and male att ention are 
present. Smiles, winks, hugs 
and kisses are all faux lesbian 
tools used to keep him eying 
you all night, making the male 
fantasy of having a girl and her 
best friend not so unfounded.
Famous faux-sexual situ-
ations include: the Lindsay 
Lohan and Samantha Ronson 
relationship, the Madonna and 
Britney Spears kiss and Katy 
Perry’s faux-sational girl-on-
girl anthem.
Speaking of Madonna 
and Britney Spears, sporting 
a fake accent is a cheap trick. 
Suddenly, these ladies started 
speaking in British accents; 
Madonna, being more dis-
ciplined, has kept up the act 
while Britney’s only lasted a 
week or two. Talking like you 
are from somewhere else sim-
ply does not add up, it does 
not make you cooler or more 
cultured — but does make 
people question your sanity. 
A faux-trocity I am guilty of 
abusing on more than one oc-
casion is the faux beau. A faux 
beau is the use of a platonic 
male friend to either repel un-
wanted att ention from a guy or 
att ract att ention by increasing 
your desirableness. Usually 
this pathetic tactic backfi res, 
making him far less interested 
than before.
A trick that never fails me 
is the faux call, also used to 
the thwart an unwanted en-
counter. Whether texting or 
talking, the cell phone acts as 
something to occupy your at-
tention, prevent the approach 
and also excuses your rude be-
havior.
I have this friend who 
claims to be bisexual, but I 
have come to the conclusion 
she is faux-sexual. According 
to my faux-credible source, a 
faux-sexual is one who claims 
to be either gay/lesbian/bi in 
an att empt to gain maximum 
att ention.
I fi nd this selfi sh and un-
fair. Th ere are people out there 
struggling to come to terms 
with their sexuality, and here 
she is making a mockery and 
sending mixed signals.
Faux-ness is all fun and 
games until someone loses 
grasp on who they really are. 
Our society tells us to fake it 
until we make it. With fake 
boobs, fake lips and quite pos-
sibly fake orgasms, the fake 
trend focuses on women and 
insecurities. All the fakeness 
out there can cause doubt and 
confusion.
I think the harm is all de-
pendent on your personal 
intentions. Is all of this for in-
ward satisfaction or outward 
acceptance? For example, a 
woman might get fake breasts 
to restore her body and con-
fi dence aft er a mastectomy, 
while another woman might 
get fake breasts to gain access 
to Bret Michaels’ tour bus.
Sure, faux is fi ne when it 
comes to insignifi cant things, 
but when our behavior, per-
sonality, actions and inten-
tions fall prey to the faux, we 
need to check ourselves. 
So have fun with some faux-
ness and sport your faux-hawk 
or faux nails, as long as you are 
secure and it makes you happy. 
Own it. 
Have fun with it, but don’t 
fall into the trap set by our 
faux-ciety telling you to these 
fake things will complete you. 
Fo-show.
Earlier this week, the most 
famous blonde on the planet 
turned 50. And since her 
world debut, she hasn’t 
aged a bit. With fl owing 
blonde hair, pale skin, 
long legs and a tiny 
waist, she is the gold 
standard of beauty.
Oh, and let us 
not forget her kill-
er rack. 
Th is woman 
has it all: a Malibu 
dream house, a hot 
pink Corvett e and 
a never-ending 
closet of designer 
couture.
I speak of the 
illustrious Bar-
bie, who cele-
brated her anni-
versary as a pop 
culture sensation 
this past Monday.
But the past 50 
years haven’t all been 
smooth sailing for 
the blonde bomb-
shell. She’s been 
banned in Saudi 
Arabia, ostracized 
by the Christian Voice for 
wearing sexually suggestive 
clothing and has become 
the symbol of everything 
that is wrong in this country.
Th e No. 1 criticism thrown 
at Barbie is against her unat-
tainable fi gure.
Despite her brush with 
plastic surgery in 1997, to 
widen her waist and reduce 
her bust to appease critics, 
they still slam the blue-eyed 
vixen.
If Barbie, who stands at 
11-and-a-half inches tall, 
were transformed to life-
size, her dimensions 
would be 38-18-34, ac-
cording to the Interna-
tional Journal of Eating 
Disorders.
Presumably, she weighs 
exactly 110 pounds. Aft er all, 
the 1967 version of herself as 
Slumber Party Barbie came 
with a book titled “How to Lose 
Weight” and a pink scale per-
manently stuck on that anorexic 
number.
Some argue she would be 
too top heavy to even stand up 
straight, while others point out 
that she wouldn’t have the 17 
percent body fat needed to men-
struate.
Th e changes Matt el made 
weren’t good enough to silence 
all those haters.
Tuesday, a West Virginia law-
maker introduced legislation that 
would ban the sale of Barbie and 
other dolls in her likeness. His 
reasoning? Barbie taught girls to 
emphasize physical beauty 
rather than their intelli-
gence.
But that’s not fair, 
right, Barbie? In the 
last 50 years, you 
have kept busy with 
more than 108 careers. 
You’ve been a veteri-
narian, Army offi  cer, 
fi refi ghter, astronaut, 
cowgirl and NASCAR 
driver. On average, 
you have changed 
careers every fi ve 
to six months and 
still had the brains 
to climb to the top 
of the corporate 
ladder. You ran for 
president of the 
United States in 
2000, 2004 and 
2008.
But some-
thing tells me 
you have hit 
a midlife crisis. 
While most 50-
year-old women 
begin to dress a 
bit more conserva-
tively (meaning lon-
ger skirts and higher 
necklines), you’ve de-
cided to don a corset 
and miniskirt in order 
to show some fresh ink.
Yes, that’s right. For 
$37.50, you can own To-
tally Stylin’ Tatt oo Barbie, 
complete with barely-
there clothing and a hot 
pink tatt oo gun.
Or maybe this was just 
a publicity stunt. Aft er all, 
Barbie’s 15 minutes are al-
most up. In the U.S., sales 
of Barbie merchandise 
have steadily fallen in re-
cent years. It seems litt le 
girls are more into the 
Jonas Brothers, Han-
nah Montana and 
American Girl dolls.
Perhaps, Barbie, it’s fi nally 
time to grow up.
Aft er a dry January in San 
Jose, the streets and sidewalks 
accumulated a familiar toxic 
confett i, the same kind that 
builds up aft er any dry period, 
only to get washed away with 
the fi rst good rain.
Th e rain comes down and 
washes an innumerable arma-
da of wayward mariners to the 
nearest waterways and eventu-
ally into the bay and the ocean.
I’m talking, of course, about 
those nasty litt le cigarett e butt s 
that are so enjoyed by many, if 
only briefl y, then discarded into 
the streets and gutt ers without a 
second thought.
Now, I don’t have a problem 
with smokers in general. In fact, 
I don’t even agree with the de-
cision by some schools, such as 
San Jose City College, to out-
right ban smoking on campus.
If you want to smoke, that’s 
fi ne by me. Just take care of your 
damn butt s.
Each year, an estimated 4.5 
trillion cigarett e butt s are lit-
tered, according to the Surfrider 
Foundation.
Th e Environmental Protec-
tion Agency has found cigarett e 
butt s are the most frequently 
found marine debris in the 
country.
Aside from the fact that these 
tiny toxic nightmares eventually 
fi nd their way into our water-
ways, causing harm to all forms 
of animals that eat them, they 
are a disgusting item to run into 
for those of us who actually use 
those waterways.
Most any surfer or body-
boarder in the lineup has ex-
perienced cigarett e butt s cling-
ing to them aft er duck diving a 
wave, especially aft er a storm 
has come through and cleared 
all the streets and gutt ers.
But let’s get more terrestrial.
When was the last time you 
went to a state park and didn’t 
see any of these artifacts of hu-
manity’s thoughtlessness?
Th e ones you see — and you 
will see them — are the lucky 
ones that didn’t cause any of the 
wildfi res California experiences 
each year.
Th e unlucky ones cause 
more than 100 forest fi res in 
California annually, with more 
than 3,400 acres burned on av-
erage, according to the Califor-
nia Department of Forestry.
Are we seeing a trend here?
Th is is a problem.
To combat the endless fl ow 
of cigarett e waste into the envi-
ronment, California State Sena-
tor Jenny Oropeza, D-Long 
Beach, has proposed Senate Bill 
4, which would ban smoking at 
state beaches and parks.
Violators would be fi ned 
$250 for enjoying fl avor-coun-
try in God’s country.
While I support the rights of 
all you nicotine fi ends to light 
one up and relieve stress at the 
cost of your own health, I am 
done tolerating the detestable 
detritus that you leave for ev-
eryone else to deal with.
For that reason, I am support-
ing this bill to keep your leavings 
far away from the best places 
in the state, or at the very least, 
some of my favorite places.
I will admit, there are some 
people who are responsible 
about disposing of their used 
butt s properly.
But I am taking my stand 
against the rest of you to keep 
your worthless butt s out of our 
parks and out of the lineup.
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ALLIE FIGURES
Figures It Out
Each year, an 
estimated 4.5
trillion cigarette 
butts are littered, 
according to 
the Surfrider 
Foundation.
DID YOU KNOW...
Taurine, an important ingredient in many energy 
drinks, is also the main component of bile? 
Taurine is a nonessential amino acid.
— HealthNews.com
Here’s to Barbie, 
the prettiest, plastic
pentagenarian
The faux-trocitites in a 
faux-licious world 
Butts out of the ocean and off the streets
Brett Gifford is a Spartan 
Daily staff writer.
BRETT GIFFORD
Staff Writer
Allie Figures is an arts & 
entertainment editor. 
“Figures It Out” appears 
every Thursday.
Faux-ness is all 
fun and games 
until someone loses 
grasp on who they 
really are. Our 
society tells us to 
fake it until we 
make it. With fake
boobs, fake lips and 
quite possibly 
fake orgasms, the 
fake trend focuses 
on women and 
insecurities. 
High-scoring fourth innings 
contributed to SJSU victories in 
both games of a soft ball double-
header against Vermont Wednes-
day aft ernoon.
Th e Spartans smashed the 
Catamounts, with a fi nal score of 
6-1 in the fi rst game, and 8-0 in 
the second.
SJSU scored four runs on two 
hits and one error in the bott om 
of the fourth inning, which was 
all it needed to win. Th e Spar-
tans got their fi rst run when 
sophomore Alissa Murphy hit a 
triple to right fi eld to bring home 
junior Sarah Taylor.
Th e Spartans scored two more 
runs in the fi ft h and freshman 
pitcher Amanda Pridmore gave 
no up hits or runs in the fi rst fi ve 
innings. Pridmore gave up two 
hits in the sixth inning, allowing 
Vermont to score their only run 
in the game.
“Yesterday I had a very bad 
day, so I had to come back to-
day thinking positive,” Pridmore 
said. “I’ve been trying to work 
on keeping my ball down so 
I wouldn’t let it get hit. Today 
I was a litt le bit more focused and 
kept it down so my team would 
keep their confi dence in me.”
SJSU fi nished the fi rst game 
with six hits and no errors, 
while Vermont had three hits 
and two errors.
“Our team kind of goes togeth-
er as one,” freshman Alex Stange 
said. “Once one person gets on, 
we all kind of feed off  of that, and I 
think lately we haven’t really been 
doing that and we’re fi nally start-
ing to catch on together.”
Th e Spartans started the sec-
ond game the same as the fi rst — 
they didn’t get on the scoreboard 
until the fourth inning.
“I would like to think that 
we’re following the trends of the 
other team and fi guring things 
out,” said head coach Peter Turn-
er. “Th at’s what makes us bett er.”
Freshman Breanna Lopez 
walked to start the fourth inning 
and then advanced to second on 
a passed ball. 
Stange recorded her fi rst hit in 
her college career with a single to 
left  fi eld, which advanced Lopez 
to third. 
“It felt amazing,” Stange said. 
“It felt good to fi nally be up there 
and have the confi dence to ac-
tually hit the ball, run on the 
bases and know that this is what 
I’ve wanted to do ever since I’ve 
got here.”
Turner said Stange is earning 
her right to play as a freshman. 
“I’m proud of her, but I ex-
pect that,” he said. “Out of all the 
freshmen we have, I think she has 
the biggest potential for growth.”
Aft er one out, freshman Juli-
anne Aiello tripled to left  center for 
two RBIs. Th e Spartans then added 
another three runs to the score-
board before fi nishing the inning.
Th e Spartans scored three 
more runs in the sixth inning, 
two of which came on a hit by 
junior Natasha Hawkins.
In the second game, Spartan 
pitcher Deanna Mauer threw six 
shutout innings.
“Th e pitching did really well 
and the team all came together 
as one,” Stange said. “Everything 
sort of worked for us.”
Stange said the team wanted 
to win the second game.
“We got off  with another win 
yesterday aft er a tough loss, so we 
really wanted to keep our streak 
going,” she said.
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Staff Writer
The Spartans scored a run in 
the bottom of the sixth and 
seventh innings to tie Cal Poly 
at 2-2, but the Mustang’s 
scored a run in the top of the 
ninth to hand SJSU its second 
loss of the season Tuesday 
night at Municipal Stadium.
-Staff Report
Thomasina Wallace was 
named the Western Athletic 
Conference Gymnast of the 
Week for her performances 
during March 2-8. The 
freshman received the award 
for the second consecutive 
week and fourth time overall 
this season.
-Staff Report
The Spartans play Nevada 
tonight at 6 p.m. in Reno at 
the Lawlor Events Center for 
the quarterfi nal round of the 
Western Athletic Conference 
Tournament. Radio stations 
KSJS (90.5 FM) and KLIV 
(1590 AM) will broadcast 
the games live. ESPN 2 will 
broadcast the semifi nal round 
on March 13, at 9 p.m. and 
the championship game on 
March 14, at 9 p.m.
-Staff Report
Stephan Stallworth lead all 
Spartans overall with a 217 
score in the 216-par, 54-hole 
Fresno State Lexus Classic and 
SJSU fi nished eighth overall 
out of 20 schools. Jay Myers 
fi nished the fi nal round with 
fi ve birdies on the last 10 
holes and his two-under par 
70 score made him the only 
Spartan to shoot an under par 
round in the two-day event 
held on Monday and Tuesday.
-Staff Report
   GYMNASTICS
SPORTS IN BRIEF
  MEN’S BASKETBALL
  BASEBALL
  MEN’S GOLF
Spartans house-train Catamounts in doubleheader
SOFTBALL
Mallory Bair (12) gets ready to swing at the ball during the third inning against Vermont 
in the fi rst game of a doubleheader Wednesday. The Spartans won the game 6-1. 
YOUNG-SUNG KWON / Spartan Daily
SJSU holds Vermont
to one run in two games
presents Dennis Nahat’s...
                               Long ago 
                              and far away... in Athens.
                  Hermia loves Lysander.
                   Hermia is betrothed to Demetrius.
                  Helena loves Demetrius. 
                    Hermia hates Demetrius.
         But why is Titania  in love...
  with a jackass?
            Indulge yourself with an enchanting evening of 
comedy, romance, magic and mistaken identities. All set 
to a score of Mendelssohn’s passionate music played live 
by Symphony Silicon Valley.
“Nahat’s sense of narrative and comedy has 
rarely been so well displayed.” ~The Merc
Tickets: $16 at the door or $10 when you sign up for our 
student program at www.student.balletsanjose.org 
Location: San Jose Center for the Performing Arts
255 Almaden Boulevard in downtown San Jose
April 2-5, 2009
Box Ofﬁce: 408.288.2800 or www.balletsanjose.org
SPORTSIMAGES
twitter.com/thespartandaily 
or on the 
spartandailysports.wordpress.com
Follow the Spartan 
Daily’s coverage of 
the Western Athletic 
Conference 
Tournament on 
Twitter
Spartan Daily’s 
sports blog at
CHAD ZIEMENDORF / Spartan DailySophomore guard Justin Graham goes in for a layup during 
a scrimmage on Wednesday in the Reno High School gym. The Spartans used the high 
school’s facilities to run their drills prior to their fi rst Western Athletic Conference Tournament 
game tomorrow night at Nevada’s Lawlor Events Center. The Spartans face the Nevada Wolf 
Pack in the quarterfi nal round. 
